Father Herman Ubinger, O.S.B


No story about the first era of the Saint Vincent College Ice Hockey team could be complete without the inclusion of Father Herman Ubinger, O.S.B. who was alumni director of the college at that time. There were few home games he did not attend and was famous for his black socks, sandals and orange hat.  He was a key off ice resource and supporter for the team and was heavily involved in fund raising (Want to buy a ticket?) and promoting the team to the college’s administrative leadership. Under his leadership three Polarbearcats received the Rafferty Award for the school’s outstanding student athlete, Mike Ziemianski in 1979, John Trovato in 1981, and Pat Felton in 1982.  He was extremely valuable in helping Mike Ziemianski produce the 10-year anniversary yearbook that covered the history of the first 10 years of the team as his senior project. That research served as the foundation for what is now the history of the program as seen on the clubs web page. But back in 1979, few would have ever predicted the availability of such media!  Father Herman also travelled with the team to away games and would have mass in his hotel room.  He passed away on Tuesday, November 11, 1997.  It is in his honor and memory that each year a player receives the Unsung Hero Award.
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This was classic Fr. Herman. Overcoat, sandals with black socks and his famous orange knitted hat. There are at least two future wives and some sister’s in law in this shot. Colleen Claybaugh (who married Jay Murray) sits next to Father Herman and to her immediate left is Jane Revitsky (who married Mike Ziemianski). To Jane’s left is her sister Tina. Mike Ziemianski’s sister, (now Michelle White) is the second person in the first row. In those days most home games were at 9 PM at the Kirk S. Nevin Arena in Greensburg and were generally well attended by students and family members. Father Herman often sat with Bob DeFelice and Ed Ziemianski when their sons Roland and Mike played together. Roland married Teresa Revitsky, the sister of Jane and Tina.





It is hard to find a picture of Father Herman when he did not have his classic grin. Any bet that the drink in front of him was anything else but a Manhattan?








