	Player Name:
	Career Highlights:

	Puskar, Mike

C’13
	In terms of polish, skill, skating stride, and hands, Mike is arguably one of the most talented players top ever lace skates at St. Vincent. His skating was so smooth it was hard for other teams to judge just how fast he was moving. Once in open ice he used his reach to outmaneuver defenders and consistently moved to areas of the ice to gain a shooting angle take or give passes. He was most deadly on breakaways and excelled when the league used shootouts to determine the outcome of tie games. He was great at using dekes to fool netminders and it didn’t matter if he needed to flip the backhand to the top shelf, go five hole, or move to the forehand.  Unfortunately he sustained two concussions that cut large chunks of time from his seasons. A vicious elbow was driven into his helmet by a Fredonia player (#10) while Mike was on the ice and the official looking right at the play gave no call. The next season, a UPJ player boarded Mike from behind and again, there was no call. As a result Mike did not play his senior season.  He was well respected in the locker room and on the bench and his leadership was recognized by the coaching staff and he earned the Captain’s “C” his Junior year.  There were more highlight goals than can be mentioned , but Mike had a key score against IUP in the famous come from behind SVC 8-7 win. How did he score?  Of course, on a breakaway, a leg lift deke to the backhand and a top shelf deposit. Mike’s Dad, Rick, produced many outstanding video clips for the team members during Mike’s playing days. Many can still be found on You Tube.


	Yr
	#
	Pos
	GP
	G
	A
	TP
	S
	Pct
	+
	-
	+/-
	PM
	W
	T
	P
	S

	0910
	10
	Rw
	21
	17
	14
	31
	92
	18.5
	36
	20
	+16
	16
	1
	0
	4
	1

	1011
	10
	Rw
	19
	13
	12
	25
	71
	18.3
	16
	31
	-15
	8
	1
	0
	3
	1

	1112
	10
	Lw
	13
	12
	10
	22
	62
	19.4
	21
	14
	+7
	16
	2
	0
	3
	1

	Totals
	
	
	53
	42
	36
	78
	225
	18.7
	73
	65
	+8
	40
	4
	0
	10
	3
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A great example of a Puskar goal. Mike starts by accelerating through the center ice with the puck. (Frame 1)





Frame 2. Mike’s speed causes the defender to give gap but Mike’s reach creates an inside opportunity.





Frame 3. Mike takes advantage of the space he is given and shifts his balance to get into a shooting postion.





Frame 4. Mike uses the defenseman as a screen and lets a wrist shot fly to the net. The goalie does get a piece of the shot but it eventually pops over his shoulder and drops into the net. Vintage.








